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Cal Poly Free Enterprise Team Places in National Competition
SAN LUIS OBISPO – A team of students from Cal Poly’s Orfalea College of
Business took the “Rookie of the Year” and “First Runner Up” awards in a
national competition in the Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE)
competition held May 23-26 in Kansas City, Missouri.
The 10 business seniors completed a series of 10 projects during fall,
winter, and spring quarters in preparation for the competition. Topics
included business, economics, and free enterprise issues. The team
presented five of their 10 projects in front of a panel of judges
comprised of business and corporate leaders and competed against nearly
200 campus teams from across the nation.
This was the first year that Cal Poly fielded a SIFE team and entered
the competition, explained team coach and Business Professor Norm Borin.
Cal Poly is looking to do even better next year, Borin said. “I would
like to work more with our local businesses on next year’s projects.”
Founded in 1975, Students In Free Enterprise (SIFE) has grown to become
one of the largest collegiate organizations in the world. SIFE Teams are
active on more than 1,500 college and university campuses in 37
countries around the world. In the United States, approximately 800
schools are enrolled in SIFE.
SIFE students apply their classroom experiences to develop and implement
educational outreach programs that teach individuals in their
communities the principles of market economics, entrepreneurship,
personal financial success and business ethics.
“SIFE was a tremendous opportunity for me to see what good things are
being done by other college students throughout the country,” said team
member Nick Erlandson. “It just goes to show how much impact a small
group of Cal Poly students can have on and off our campus.”

For details on the award or more information, contact Borin at (805)
756-1762 or nborin@calpoly.edu.
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